Transient elevation of platelet count in patients with chronic idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura: association with infection.
Platelet count occasionally increases after infection in patients with chronic idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP). We report 5 such patients. Three of them were males. Between November 1992 and December 2001, increased platelet counts were observed 9 times in 5 patients with chronic ITP. Corticosteroids were administered during 7 episodes; splenectomy was performed to treat 3 episodes. Antibiotics were administered in the course of 6 episodes to treat complicating infection. Platelet counts showing 1.4- to 24-fold increases have been observed. Median duration from the onset of infection until peak platelet count was 14 days. However, platelet count finally decreased to the initial level in all episodes. These findings suggest that infection is associated with the elevation of platelet count in some patients with chronic ITP, although this phenomenon is transient.